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READER: 


HESE fheets have lurked theſe eight or nine 
* Months ( being written during the former ſe/- 
DIE [on of Parliament ) and had done [o ill,. if 0- 
thers had not been more forward to publiſh them, 
than he that wrote them, without whoſe conſent 
MH 7/hey came out this week, and in two or three 
7 O dayes the whole Impreſſion was ſold of : But fir d- 
4 > ing that they were like to fall immediately under 
anew Impreſſion, and that there were ſeveral Sphalmata in the Print- 
ing. particularly pag. 3. propoſ. 7 T woor three lines were left out, 
tothe rendring that pa ſage wholly inconſiffent withit ſelf ; and that 
not a few things in the Copy wanted the Author's reviſing them, be- 
fore they ſhould have been put to the preſs: I thought it fitter hat they 
ſhould go abroad the ſecond time, a little more corret{ed, and withſome 
things farther explained, then mthe negligent dreſs that they have at 
firft appeared in, tho' yet I pretend tono acuracy either in words, or 
other Management. T his little work was not undertaken at fir ft of my 
private motion, and what is here ſaid, hath paſſed an Examen Ris- 
goroſum of not a few Brethren: few things bave been excepted agamf?, 
{ and but by few Perſons ) that are material. Only 1 hear ſome 
( whoſe judgements I do much Reverence, tho" I cannot yeild tothe 
Sentiments m thu) are diſſatisfyed with what is ſaid pag. 6.propoſe : 
T7. About indefinite ordination of eMinifters. 1 impoſe my Opint- 
on inthis on no mans Beliefe. 1 know ſome reverend and worthy Mini« 
fers are of another mind ; yet Mof? with whom 1 have diſcour ſed that 
matter, agree with me in this. Tea, it u the Opinion of the Church 


of Scotland, for Conteſs of Faith preſented tothe Eftates of Partas 
_ ment. 
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To the READER. | 


ment 1560. It isrequired That none adminiſter Sacraments, but Mi- 
niſters Lawfully choſen to that work by ſome Church. Aud Book o 
policy, Ch 3. All thoſe Office: bearers ſhould have their own particu-J 
lar flock, amongſt whom they exerciſe their Charge. And ch. 4. 

They thatare called ro the Miniftry, or that offer themſelves thereun- 
to, ought not to be.Eleed, without ſome certain flock aſſigned to 


them [ know none of our Brethren who are for this indefinite Ording- 


nation, bo be ordinarly Sunens and without the caſe of Neceſſity : 


And what ever be my thoughts m this matter, nothing is in that writ«! 
ing determined, with reſpett tothat caſe. We have no contention about | 


this among ur, but they who are of the one ſale, do harmonioufly go along |; - 
with the ref? in definite Ordination, and look on it as the way moſt tobe? 


deſired: And the others do embrace them, who have been ordamed m- 
definitely as their deare Brethreh in Chriſt. 1t is not difference of ap- 
prehen/iom about theſe inferiur thmgs, but want of Chrifttan for bear - 
ance, that makes diviſions in the Church. - If what is here [aid 
may prove conducive to take off any degree of that diſlike that ſome hawe' 
entertained againf? our way, or to ſettle any init who were in /uf-\) 


penſe, andeſpecially, if it may have influence on any in the Parliament, © 


who now have the affairs of the Church under their conſideration, it is | 


what 1 am at, for | am, 
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*|REPRESENT ATION, 


*| PRESBY TERIAN GOVERNMENT 


@2 Hat any of the Truths or Ordinances of. God 
2d (hould necd en Apology to be made for them, 
> ſhould be for a Lamcntation : For it proceed- 
| | eth either from the Ignorance or COINS of 
Yy tn L&D Men. The Principles and way of Presbytertans, 
ie 6 D\LL-AEs be have undergone the common Faicof other of the 

OST EBRCY (© ot that Rebgion that Chriſt hath caught: Te 
! is the Sef? every where ſpoken againſt; and there hath beet no [mall 
F {tir about that way: And this hath proceeded, partly. from the en- 
7 mity againſt that curb of mens Luſts, and Enormities that is inungod- 
! ly men: Andpartly, from want of knowledge of that way, which 
} even they may be under. whoſe Studies and Thoughts are imployed 

about things ot another nature, and not about theſe matters, though 
: they be otherwiſe knowing and thinking Men: Or from prejudice 
/ thatrheir Intereſt may fill them with, rcothe hiding of Truth, inthis, 
from their eyes ; wherefore we think it our Duty toendeavour the 
vindication of this our Profeiſion. '(with as much brevity and clear- 
neſs as we canattain) by F:r( giving aplain account of what we hold. 

24ly, Taking off the moſt material Oyjettions, and theſe that are 
- moſt common, or reproaches that are uſed againſt us; tor we have 
' todonotonly with men otherwiſe Sober and Judicious, who differ 
fromus: Bur with many whoſe Femper, Practices, and Deſigns, 
are not fuchas becometh the Goſpel. We defiie as to approve our 
ſelves to our Bleſicd Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt; fo to isfy the 
Miads of all Iniquiters after L ruch,, bur eſpecially to ſtand _ 
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"the Name of all Church. Rulers and Deacons, ' and Iz#, x. 6. 


(2 ) 
the Opinion of His Majeſty, our Gracious Soverafgn, of his Grace 
the Kings High Commillioner, and of the Noble, and Honourable 
Eſtates of Parliament; who we hope, as Nurſing Fathers to the 
Church, will own us in thoſe wayes that the Lord owns us in. 

Our Principles we lay down in a tew Propoſitions. F: ſ? Weown 
Chriſt the Mediator, as the only Head over, and Lawgiver, to his 
Church; and wediſown any viſible governing Head over the Church, 


» however pretending to Act in Subordination to him: Becauſe we know 


none that he hath given ſuch Commiſſio:: ro, . 

. 2dly. Chriſtas Hcad otthe Church hath given forth Laws,where- 
by the Afﬀairs of the Church ſhould be managed; and hath not left any 
Nomothetick Powerin the Church, to make Laws for her ſelf (her 
work being todeclare and execute the Laws of Chriſt ) and the Laws 
of the Magiſtrate are not to appoint new Ordinances, or Officers in 
the Church ; though he ought to give his civil Sanction to what Chriſt 
hath appointed; and may make Laws about theſe things that are Ex- 
ecrnal ro the Church, that is, which are common to her with other 
Societies. ; 

z4ly. Chriſt hath appointed Officers in his Houſe, and declared, 


. how they ſhould be qualified, and what ſhould be their Work: Asin 


the begining of the Goſpel, he was pleaſed to appoint ſeveral ex- 
traordinary and temporary Officers, that were" immediately cal 
led and extraordinarily Gitted by himſclf, as Apo//les, Prophets, 


&c. The Apoſtles by Divine direction, did immediately chooſe 


ſome by themſelves tor itinerant work (either from amongſt the 
ordinary, or. extraordinary Officers of the Church |) to exerciſe 
hic 66 nunc, their extraordinary power; ( which Officers we com- 
monly call Evangehſts ) ſo we do not find that he appointed any 
ordinary and perpetual Officers, except Elders, (called alſo Biſhops) 
and Deacons, Phzl. 1. 1. Of theſe Elders ſome-were to Rule the 
Church, andalfoto Teach her, Heb 1 3.7, 17. Others only to Rule; 
1 Tim. 5. 17. Which alfo was the pratice of the firſt Antiquity, 
and its deſueruge complained of by Ambroſe, inthe end of the fourth 
Century: And there are tew of the Fathers in the firſt three Cen- 
turies, but rhey mention Serores Eccle/ie, rhat repreſented. the 
People in the Government of the Church with the Miniſters. 

aly, How the Officers ot Gods Houſe ſhould be qualificd, is at 
lenghth fer down, r Tr 3,2. under the Name of Biſhops / which was 
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5h. Their work is fully ſet down, both negatively, that they ſhould 
intangled with worldly Afﬀairs, z. Ti 2. where having men- 
iohed Ordination of Miniſters ver/2. he requireth them, ver/3 and4 
as Souldiers to endure hardneſs, and to be abſtracted from worldly 
Buſineſs, { which is to be underſtood, as much as their neceſſity doth 
permit.) Alſo poſitively itis told us in general, that they are dir2Aed 
in,this x Tim, 3 14.15. and particular Direions are given about 
ing, and that in all the parts of it, 2 Tim 4. 1.2. Cenſures, 
x Cor. 5 4,5. 2T heſ. 3. 14. Ordination, 2 Tim. 2.2, 1 Tim 5.22- 
ly. In all theſe, Miniſters and Elders have no Lordly;Authoricy 
e the People, but muſt a as Chriſts Servants. and theirs, ( in 
r to theirSalvation) x Pet. 5, 3.2 Cor. 4 5.yetthey have real 

roper { though Miniſterial } Authority under Chriſt. 
7ly, Itisnotonly of Divine Authority natural, that there be a Go- 
vernment in the Church ( Anarchy and Conſuſion in any Socicty 
contrary to the Dictates of natural reaſon) bur the Lord Je- 
hath poſitively revealed his will in this : He having expreſly com- 
ted the Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven to his Servants, and 
tfor binding avd looſing ; retaining, and remitring of Sins: The 
uthoritative inflicting of Cenſures, whereby mens guiltis charged 
them, and they in Foro Eccle/eie, bound over to Puniſhment : 
And the Authoritative removing of Cenſures, whereby the manis 
declared to be free from guilr, and that his Sin is pardoned fo far as 

Men can diſcern. Gf 
$ly. Whatſhould be the Species of this Goyernment is nee left in- 
difterent to Men ( whether the Magiltrate or the Church ) to chule, 
but is determined by Chriſt and revealed-inthe New TefZament : In 
that he hath appointed what officers ſhould be in his Houſe, how 
they ſhould be Choſen and Authorized, v2, by EleRion and Ordt- 
nation: what ſhould be their Qualificatiqns and Work : How they 
ſhould manage their work, and rule the Church in common: har 
the Apoſtles commitred the Ordination of Miniſtersto the Presby- 
zery; x Tim 4,14 andthe Cenſures of the Church to a Community, 
x Cor, 5. 2 Cor. 2. And notto one perſon, even intheir own time; 
isan unanſwerable argument for this: their example being declarative 
of = mind of God, where no peculiar reaſon appearcth for their 

Action. 

9ly. This Government the Lord hath not committed to Magi- 
| Nicates, who have no power to Ocdain, nordeprive Miaiſters : or 


Elders; 
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Elders; nor to Excommunicate, or to relax from that Sentence :þ 

to adminiſter, or manage any part of that Work that is peculiat\rc 
the Church, as it is a Religious Society ; por to appoint how the' 
Church ſhould be governed; But he hath commirtedic ro the Chureh 
Guides, Miniſters and Ruling Elders ; for to them are all the Dire&#* 


ons about it given in the word, nottg the Magiſtrates; they areo' 
giye an account of it, Heb. 15 17. They did manage it for diverſe" 
hundregs of years, when therewas noMagiſtrate thar did own,or coug- 
tenance Chriſtianity : And there is no hint in Scripture, nor Prig- 
ciple of reaſon that can evince, that this Power ſhould develve into 
the hands of the Mzgilſtrate, when he ſhould become Chriſtian; 


| therare any Dire&ions givento the Magiſtrate how be ſhould adnii- 
- tniſter any of the Ordinances ot Chriſt. | 


toly Yet we own the Civil Magiſtrate as Nurſing Father © 
Church andCwſtos utriu/q; tabulz legis. Upon which account he isnot 
only to provide T-#5"«« tor the Church, and to procure her Paace 
and Unity by all good means ( as repreſſing of Hereſic, Schiſm, ai 
other Diſorders, wherein he isro uſe a judgement of Diſcretion ; 
not blindly to execute the Senrence of the Church ) bur alſo may ye- 
quireall the Officers and 'Members'of the Church todo whar is thei 
Duty : And that he may ( when the caſe Requireth / convocat 
(Confeſſ. of Faith of the Church, cap. 2.3, Art. 3.)and Indic times 
Faſting and Thankſgiving : Though for theſe we- affert aninrrinfic 
Power in the Church ; to which that of the Magiſtrate is nor privariy 
but cumulative: For we maintain a twofold Wiagdom of Chirſt, 
God overall men, in which the Magiſtrate is his Vicegerent; aho- 
ther as Mediator over-the Church as fuch, in which he hath Depurgd 
no Magiſtratical, but only Miniſterial Power : We hold alſo, that the 
Perſons andAQtions of Church-men are ſubje&t rothe Civil Magiſtrate, 


' and that they may be puniſh'd when they tranſgreſs the Laws. 


11/y. This Miniſteriat governing Power inthe Church, the Lord 
hath not committed to all the Members; nor to all the Males there- 
of: But hath made a manifeſt diſtin&tion berween Rulers and Rul- 
ed, in the Scriptures mentioned already. | 

12ly, The Lord hath equally intruſted all bis Servants the'Mini- 
ſters, notonly with the power of diſpenſing the Word, and Sacra- 
ments, but alſo with the power of Governing the Church: Which by 
his appointment and ge the practice of the firſt and beſt 
Apesof the Church, ought to be, and was done in common by _ 

ors 
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or dny ſuch impa | of thoex- 
ercile of itin Scripture. To iafer this difparity of Power from tharof 
'# les, is moſt inconſequential : They being Univerſal, Ex- 
traot \" Unfixed, and temporary Officers z whom the Lord im- 
mediately called,and abrogated their Office with their Death zin that 
he aethdr calted"*others to ſaecedin thar Power, nor gaye any hint 
thatit ſhould be done by the Church,” * It is as if one ſhould ay the 
Church was onee governed Monarchically by e vifible Head ( 275. 
While Chcift' was on Earth) Zrgo, Itſhould be fo ſtill : Which no 
Protefiant will aver. The argument from Timothy and Titus is of the 
| fame Kjdney, they being extraordinary and unfixed Officers, and fo 
no ptecedent for atrer times. Neither can any Argument bedrawn 
from the Angels ofthe Churches; words not being often uſed . 
ly in that myſtical Book; and we know thatT, =, Senkglrs con 
eff Argumentatioa. Beſides that the Angel of Thyatyre was cet+ 
ainly. a community, being ſpoken to in the plural Number. Revel. 
2.4. Tv Nays; Kat qt . 5 bs . 4 by 
* 1'3. There being no diſparity ver amongſt Miniſters, bv 
Chrifts grant of power ro x fr No ling cu ms this diſparity by 
" ſetting Oneover the Reſt: Neithcr can they devolyetheir power on 
One ot themſelves, For Chtiſt hath given no ſuch warrant roMento 
diſpoſe ot HisOrdinances as they ſee ttt Amd power being delegared to 
them by him, they cannorfo commit irto another to exerciſe it tor 
them, as to deprive theraſelyes of it.: Alſo irbeingnt a Licenſe only, 
but aTruf, of which they muſt give an account, they muſt perform 
the work by themſelves, as they will be anſwerable. But we muſt 
contrat,not being now diſputing, but aſſerting what we ſhall be rcady 
to defend as occaſion ſhall offered. | CES OK 
14. Weaſſert Presbyterian Goyernment to be ſo of Divine Right, 
as-we can make no compoſition with men abour i though none ſhall 
be more condeſcending to them that are otherwiſe minded in what is 
conſiſtent with truth and oeceflary Duty then. we. Yet it is not 
alike fo ja all the parts otit. For ſome parts ot it are of Chrifts inſticu- 
tion ; as the Officers of the Church, y_ Laws, and Cenſuics of it. And 


others 


TS. 


Deck t )as that there be aG 
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reaſonable as if we ſhould be called to bringa text to prove thar wm 


- ſhould continue for one or moreDiecs,or tor how long a time;is not de- 


— 


9k vii hn {hiia6 5 \ Beimof | 


Ooty, But Fen 


I | Athenpyns, | 
on and amongſt theſe. 
his GN pres bo theſe ( re 


intsr0 Lenandincots, dear berg oh is aS'un- 


ſhould comeinro the publick Aſſemblies doathed and-not naked: In 
an ofual, andnotinan Gatrb. 
IF Whether the Moderator,or ne«ce- of ruleing Church Meetings 


—_— by any inftiturion of Chriſt,nor by any general dictate of na- 
hr : Yetwe judge a conftani wore den drew neqavenient, 
anlty nc means to be : Forifhe be impoſed 4 t We Heating, 

i is" 
ſelves in ſuch things as 


incroachment oa their intriaſick Power ie Governing them- 
liar to them. And in that Cale'va wejudge 

icablolutcly unhawtol ; and a Prelacy, which hath no warrant from 
Scripture, noc Reaſon. "And.tho'chofen by themſelyes, fatal ; and con- 
ont examples together with the inclinations ofmen to ulurpation, 
do ſhewit co-have fo violent tendency to Looks Prelacy, as rarely 
docth ir fail of this bad effeR, nor can be cxpetted not to-iſſue in it. 
And therefore we can not yeild to it with a groom Conſcience, be- 
cauſe things not only in themlelves eolanil; bur alſo, which by 
theic circumſtances become incxpedient, arc forbidden; eſpecially 


is. pn both dy the degree of evil thar 
at the thing tendeth co 5 and by the forcible tendency of itto | 


16. 'We maintaine that no Church Judicature ought to cognoſce of 
Aﬀairs.of Srace, none Mens civil Rights, orintereſts; except their ad- 
vice Thould be ſought by the Magiſtrate eoncerning Sin ar Duty in any 
fuch marrer; An fd thi bemanſeſl Scandalous,andevidently 
ous tothe intereſt of Souls of Men. Neither 
dothey inflict any puniſhment fave "tiny; Cenſures. Their works 
is roinquireanto, and declare'controverted Troths; coCenfure Scanda. 
tous Singers: to try, and ordain Miniſters: to abſolve the Penitent, by 
Lie hawoenl was et the el to.them,and ſuch likc-Wherefore 


| theirs no ground of Fear _ ſhould Claſh, or Cope with the 


Mag 


\< 7 ). | 
rhrwder Nan ; inybichcal they tall 
c rats coerave, power. 
1e way how mcn.come jt any officeor powerin the Church, 
is 7 Eleftion of che People, which deſigneth the Perſon, {in 
which E as in other things they are xo be ynd=r the conduct and 
Reg ng Oe he Church Guides)and ordination, (by laying on 6f the = 
ped BE en, which is. themean of communicating au- | 
Joi. ro And the former of theſe ought to preceed the latter: 
For.we find no marxut ox Wong lt ooh in Yoo Ce, ſe- 
ing eyen in times trou erlecution we read of none or- 
Adina by the Apalis but %ar EaxarCiap and” «676 Edzaxd oF the 
get's; lie Poul render hati Fn inſp 
18..Th uperintendeticy, is, "apower © 
ated from the Church to One, uſed incaſe of neceſſity when a qua- 
ped Miipither aned hapily be had ina Province, might lawfully i in 
ſome Cal ed;. one. Miniſter might for. a time be appointed to 
oreſe GE RE en hes rea the wordpubik 
ly; - thatisno warrant for bringi cd Miniſters under hq: 
jectionina.conſtiruted Church, where. thereare {through the mer 
of God } acomperent number of Miniſters. ' Wherefore, .t tho! - 
cannot a ye 477 our Anceſtors, who under that 
force of necellity,, uſed that prudent mean ſor the Churches good : 


Yer wecannot,now without croſſing que: br pan ſubmit toir, 


when be hatb-not. Þrou oghtus under writ 6 

lt our Principles bed nghtly qe AL 1 ge we Hay yhopeche 
will ſugeſt grounds of an for moſt of the objetions made adink 
us, tothe hegieceol the incellj Leap, |=gige Yetwe alcnds 


your t9 aftor 
-1 TS he were prone with ir) 


that Presbyterial Goveromenc 3 meoniig. a; #44 Go- 
thas Riobgrery 4p ſig ledenial is to ſtop the mouth 
of ſuch Thy, +a er hath the World yet ſeen any topick 


( cxgept calumaigs ). whereby this could be prezonged ip be 1 nat 
2 Experience proveth the contrary, Civil Govertmene i advantage- 
oufly managed in ſeycral of the moſt eminent of the reformed 
Churches, with that diſcipline of Cheiſts-Houſe, that we plead for. 
Andourown landis aconfounding inſtance that might ſtop the mouth 
of impudence it ſelf ; wherein Presbytery odidipces with the Re- 
nano; and yowinney with much Peacs, till anibiti- 

ous 


= > SASH -. 4 | 
| vosMfenby labovring o unſetileſt, did lifted, and taff overrur 


eilts, Prelatifts 
urs. 4 Ou 


And were alwaysteady to obey him.inthe Lord. *Tisrrue they can: 
nor givehim i Obedience : Bur this is not'asthey are Pres. 
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byrecias terians, but as they are'men' of Conſcience, and willobey God ra- 
xr than Man, which Fi0U 


> cbr pre of King 
e endeavours to 
_ reſtore HisSon: And in owntng hd ſubmitring to a King of-a con- 
* erary Religiqn, fo long as our Religion and Liberties werein any to- 
 krable fatety 5 or the Laws that were the meaſare of our Obedience 
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were any-way regarded ; and what wasdone, when theſe Boundaries 
F were-rewoved;3 was not-by us alone, bur by all the cruc Prote-' 
ſlant in the Nation; who were indeed concerned tor the ſafety of that 
& Holy Religion, 'For we will never yeild that Precbytery is anyother 
way a'reſtraint on: the exceſſes of Rulers, then other wayes are, in 
whichmen are Conſcientioully concerned; yea, Prelacy, confider- 
ed init#own nature, 'and if managed by men Conſcientiouſly zealous 
for theIntereſ} of Keligioo, might be more effeual that way ; they 
having a ſhare in the Civil Government, which we do not pretend to. 
leis alledged bur nor proved, thatthe Church Government 
houldbefram'd according to that of the State, torthat may be various, 
burthis is- one: And wasſo under the old Teſtament, though the 
Civil Govefnment varied. | | 

3 'Tis faid thar Presbyterians encroach onthe Authority of the Ma- 
giftrate, by medling with ſtate Afﬀaics, ,,An/wer. x Our principle 
inthisis already declared.* And whatever Inſtances of former times, 
vis allegation may ſeem tobe built on,” had iheir riſe from Stareſmen 
| Mtiking the adviceof Church-Men intheit aflemblies: Who ſometimes 
, Fpave advice contrary to the inclination of the leading Men of the State: 
Andiftheir zeal for a good Intereſt led thema at apy time to preſs their 
$ advice with Reaſons and Thceatnings from the word of God: And 
if ſome exceſs did happen this way, thoblame lay on them who gave 
| Fthe firſtriſe coir. Beſides this when.che aRings of Rulers have a ma- 
: Snifcſtand dire tendency 10 lead people into ſinful Courſes, (ſuch 
avimpoſing of unlawful Oachs,and engaging peoplein afalſc Religion) 
who'couldbefilent without unfaithfulnefs ro God, and cruelty bothto 
. Fthe Souls of Rulers and People ? Another anſwer may be, by rerort- 

, Ning this: Argament on the prelatick Clergy: Do not Biſhops ſit inthe 
onnſels, and incerpoſe diceRly and farmally in affairs of ſtate, which 
Pretbyterians never pretended to, "— 

4 The rigidity of Presbyteriansisobjetted. Arſe. 1 Can any man 
ave the-brow-to compare the tigidity of Presbyterians, with that - 
of either Paprſts or Frelatis, entherin bearing with aodiſſent from 
their way: even-inthe leaſt matters, and which themſelves count indif- 

zrent. of inthe Bloody and cruel way of Perſecuting fuch as difſent; 
by Maffactes, Tnquiſitions, horrid Tortures, Imprifoament, Fin- 

g, and firange Severities: Is chere any thing rhat can be alledg'd 
againſt Presbyterians that can be. once compared with the Perfecu- 
tious that rgany inthe welt of Scerland, and<lfewherehave lately ae 


, 
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"dared? YeuTu wedts catmor compare with the Moderation of 


Presbyterians; For they (moſt of them) will not-communicate 


 with'any butof rheitown way ; Ando wichnone bur thoſe of heir 


own tion; which is tar trom Our way. As for Anabap. 


Ufrans uakers, They own nonefor Members of the Church but 


enof their own Stamp: Sothar it may be: on ground ſaid, 
Thar Presbyterians arethe moſt Moderate of any' wv rhat pretend 
to Religion, 2 That which men call Rigidity in Presdyterians is 


moſtly againſt Men's Immorralities, that arc unqueſtionably ſuch : 


If other Men be Genele tothole, it may recommend thenf to wicked 
men's good liking, but will notrenderchem acceptable to God: This 
| "Nricnels of: Diſcipl Um x as wm is injoined in 

and we gonot beyond the bounds there ſet; we rebuke ſuch before 
all; we do norpuniſh them intheir Bodies or Purſes ;andour ſtricneſs 
falleth very farſh6rrof chat of the primitive times ; as every one who 
hath read any thing of the Hiſtory'of the Ancient Church knoweth, 
RE Carey oe Geico ang 
fre eng yo tolongand mu rarnonery at another ratethen - 
A that wedo. z. Wherein lyeth the Rigidity of Our diſcipline 
fees Miniſters deal with them-who tall into ſcandalons Sins, 
with all Meekneſfs and Tenderneſs, admoniſhing them, laying before 
them the Eviland Danger of rheir way, the neceſſity of. 
the hope of Mercy through Chriſt thatthereisro the Penirent,lt is our 
way, even where the Sinner is moſtobſtinate and rejetteth all advice, 
to wait for many weeks, before we” proceed to Excommunication, 
that, thardreadful Sentence,if poffible, may be prevemed. We-give 
k publick Admonition three ſeycral Lotds dayes, and ſometimes oftner: 
Wow pour out Prayersto God, enoger, $-ppneery - but with the Con- 

anda aslong , that the Sinner may be turned from hjs evil mays 

| RY Manon Paricnt 99 
. Ithes Penitent ntenee: 
after x pmiP-booar "gk upon the hardned Sinner, if Penny and 
any figns of Repentance, how readily is he received oye why ame 

2in,and we chearetully confirme our love to him. And whereChurch 
Culorer ate tes it is not for Worldly mauters ( notpaying Church 
dues, as is the praRtice of ſome others ,} nor for ſmall offences, but 
for Groſs and Scandalous Sins, 4. For their ſeverity toward ſuch as 
differ from them in Principles, they think it their Duty nor to be 
them that are Evil, and rotry them that ſay they are Apoſley; and 


ar 


ny 
wt's They have # 264) inſt Errour, Diſceders and Uſurpari- 
gent; Thy and canane underſtand how they who do norown 
ſhould be the ofir: Yet can 
uſe that Moderation ( and reſolveto do ſo when opportunity ſhall be 
putin theirhand ) as norto deny Church Communion to any ſober 
and Religious Perſon, though of a contrary ſentiment to them, in 
COIN Pann 0 Fs pid 
ObjeRtion, ndiſcretion of t ee 
Mien mr ' Their want of that L ,: Prudence; and 
othergood fitchemto manage ſo great a Truſt, as is 
he Gonermenroſ the ores air Anfeo. We We know theſe are the di- 


(ar webop as tomagnific our ſelves: 'We have 
a heh we are, in ſome meaſure) forour im- 
Graces: Yet we may, and muſt (be- 


EL adenet) = charthere want not menamon ſus, who fall . 


the Rule of the Church; and forthe generality of us, ir is the 
nionof the World, andof unbyafied men; (yea even of ſome, 
are notot ourway_ thar theſe of the other party have no caule to 
Glory over ur Ye this. 2. "Church = rem ey not = 
re ar degree of politick Accompli ment: A plain Man w 
Lardemnud, a the Cora CR or mo nave” con. 
, & cerning Cenfures, is firter to Govern t r a great StatesS- 
-& manis. 3. Any Indiſcretion that of late years hath pred] in out 
BY CondaRt, may and ſhoald be imputed to: our want of Liberty to go- 
iy 6m Church: Every one among nila People) did what 
"& was rightin his own Eyes, and not deny, bur there are ſome 
Indifcree perſons among us, as there are in all parties: And eyen 
wiſe Men in our Circumſtances, could not ſhun ſome Acts that might 
feem Indifcret, either to Adverfarics, ortolcſs conſidering Perſons. 
bly.” The Divifions of Presbyterians are objeted.' Anſi. t«. 
Where are theſe not to be found; neither Biſhop,” nor Pope have bees 
able tokeep them our of the Church; er from among their own Party. 
z. Our Diviſions we do nor deny, or approve; we are men of like 
Paſſions with others ; Welabourrothun Diviſions as much as is pol- 
fible, and through Grace have come ro more Unity than they, w hos 
reproach us with our Diviſions, 3. The Diviſions that were ameng: 
us, CERES thatour Miſtakes and Corruptions had a hand.in: 
ten 


) 
| 
| not ſhort in Miniſterial Qualifications, of them who have lately oy 
| 
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thoughts that our Adyerſaries haye of us? And we have not . 
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| yate, ſince the Lord. gave us Libcrry yet even our-F I 


known thar our Church enjoyed ſuch Unity - for many years aſter the 


7 


Cafes in which the-ſtrickneſs of Diſcipline in this matter,-- may and# 


- the Conſcience :; Where the matter is not of the higheſt moment, and® 


hope our riper Thoughts, $cudies, and Sufferings, ( by the Bl. 


; Which though it excuſe us not 4 #970, yerit doth & $avifs; Al 
putour Enepies io mala fide to' reproach us with thee... Thou 
We'have had many Meetings, both General; and more; P; 


have. not obſerved any thing among. us but. Harmony. and wi 
hope, and will cadeavour, that it Sr ſo ftill.. 4. The 'Unicylh - 
that che Pealatick party made iothe Church, was like that of a cons 

quering Tyrant , who beholdeth all that oppoſe - him , flain .be 
tore him ; there-was peace tothe King and Hamman, when there was 
non 30.che pope th Ged; the Unicy of ſome, is a Combination in 
Errour, andthereſulr of a Conqueſt over mens Conſciences,thar now 
dare not mutter againſt the Luſts of their Impoſing Task-maſters : We 
think contending about Truth,. more deſircable than ſuch peace * Iris 


Reformation, as was Celebrated by Churches Abroad, asis evide 
from the Preface to Corpus Confeſronum, till ambitious men began tq 
trouble her with their Innovations, and Uſarpations, and ſo werethe® 


_— hatif Precbyrerians get-Power, they will force 
7. Many ObjeQtthatit Prebyterians gert-Power, they will force 
all to make publick Repenrance who have owned B! 4 a raken 
Teft., or other Oaths. that they diſlike. -, An/. Qur principle i 
that publick. Scandals ought to be publickly rebuked ; yet there are® 


muſt be relaxed: 1 ſhallname two... x. When the matter of Offencek 
is controverted, and the finful practice is from the miſ- information of 


the perſon appearethConſcientiguſly to tollow his Light, ChurchDiſci.# 
pline may then be forborn. 2. When the fault is univerſal.and either the þ 
whole,or the greater part,or a great part of the Church. is guilty: Theri- } 
gour of Cenſure/that otherwiſe might be due Jisto be abated. Even the 
primitive Church, though very ſevere-in Diſcipline, uſed a great Exaiue | 
inthis Caſe: When many, or moſt had fallen in Perſecution; though 
the ctime wasof the higheſt nature,even denying the Faith, A general ® 
Humiliation of the whole Church may be in ſtead of particular appli- 
cation of Cenſures; I hope there is no cauſe cf-tear from Men of ſuch 
moderate Principles. It in this, or any thing elſe, we have been 
chargeable with Exceſs, (as who can clear himſclf of all rv 1 
0 
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Gedonthem,) hath taught us, and will us tolet our Mo- 
eration be known to all men ; conſidering that the Lord is at hand: 

And though we haye been ſeverely Beaten by our Fellow- Servants ; 
we will ſtand in aw, and be loath that the Lord, when he cometh, 
Feoold indus o doing, to thera. | | | 
8/y. Some Objet, That in this way, Miniſters may Domireer 


- byer People, even the greateſt Men, attheir pleaſure. _An/w. Be- 


fide thar they muſt walk by the Rule ſer down in the Word; and if 
they exceed that bounds, they may be curbed oe gr Judicato+- 
ries: Oriftheir Inſolence amount to the diſturbing of the peace, the 
Magiſtrate may. reſtrain them: We fay, beſide this, the Mini- 
ſters do nothing alone, but with the peoples Repratnratves, the EL 
ders, who may be of the Nobles, or any other Rank, as they are qua- 


lified for thar Work, and choſen toirt by the Church. 

Some qther QbjeRions are toſſed among Menthat talk of theſe 
things, whichdonort ſo much concern. Presbyrerial Government in, 
1 general, as ſome of it, or things about ir, that are now inagi- 

* cation. "The 9th. ObjeRtion then, may be framed againſt the taking 
& away the EleClion of Miniſters by Patrons, vzz. That if that be done, 
men of Note, and Intereſt in Pariſhes may be over-ruled by the. mul- 


titude (whichoften js ignorant, and heady) and haye Miniſters impo- 
ed on them. «A/w: 1. ThatPatronages are an intolerable Grie= 
Fance, and yoakof Bondage onthe Church, and have alwayes been 


Il the cauſe of peſtering the Church with a bad Miniſtry ; and a temp- 


tation to Intrants to pleaſe the Patron / farther than to his Edification) 


{F cather than to pleaſe God ; Beſide the Simoniacal buying and ſelling 
d7 of Goſpel Ordinances, that frequently, andin all times have atrend- 
i= ed this Device of Men: But (which is worſt of all} thaticis a dire& 

© croſſing of Chriſt's Inſtitution,and a robing his people of the privilecge 
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5 among the lateſt Antichciſtian Cong and Uſurpations ; The 
47 


he hath bequeathed rothem : Theſe things, I ſay,ate fully provedelſe- 
where. And therefore, if it be ſuppoſed that the Inconyenience men- - 
tioned ſhould follow from taking away of Patronages, yetit will not 
(I hope) move them who regard Chrilt's Inſtitutions, or the good of 


© his Church, the Salvation, and Edification of *ouls, to be for their - 


continuance. 2. Theſame inconvenience was apt to follow on pos 
pular EleQion in other Ages of the Church; and yer in the Apoſtles 
times, and in the firſt and beſt Ages, till the ſeventh or eight Century, 
or later, Patronages were not ſettled in the Church ;: chey came in 


pri- 
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' are content toal 


_ orany way diſordetly. And it Diviſionstalt in;theBjders are Judges ot | 


4th 


| (44) | 
primitive Chriſtians were-not fo tender ob thejr Granteur , and och | 
priviledges as their rank inthe World gavethem,, norſolirtle renter of * 
the Liberties of the Church; and the Intereſt of Chrittians , asfuch, © 
Andif any ſuch pretenſions appeared tobe owned by the Grandees | 
of theſe times, they met with a ſevere Check, and thatin lefler matcers ® 
than acclaiming a Power of chuſing Miniſters tor the whole Church I 
as appeareth by the Apoſtles reproving the DiſtinQion even in the © 
Seats intheir Aſſemblies, that was made between the Man with the 7 
Gold Ring and pay Cloathing ; and the Man in Vilg Raiment : We © 
ow rin all due Refpe&, burnorro comple- 

ment chem with whatis C-briſts Legacy tothis'People. And therefore © 
we hope That they who are willing to ſubje&t thetmfelyes tothe Laws 
of Chriſt, will be content'to ſtand on equal Ground (tho' we befar J 

"s 


from aiming atthe Leveling principle in other things) withtheir poor 
Brethren inthe Church, with reſpe to Church priviledpes ; which |: 
belong not to Men''as Poor or'Rich, 'as Gieator tif; "but es £ 
ate Chriſts' Diſciples. © 3. Iris carefylly-to'be' Obſerved thar the 
Election of a Miniſtet is not tobe leftto the Management of the'mult- 
titude /tho' the meaneſt adult fixed male Member ct the-Churctr © 
hath aRight ro afſent or diſſent) butiristobe ordered by the Elfer- *: 
ſhip, and that under the inſpe&ion of the Presbyrery /{ and by the' 
Presbytery where no-Congaegational Elderſhipsis') in the Number | 
of which Etdersit is tobe fuppoſed; that HeritprsandMen of Intereſt». 
in the/Patiſty will 'be,- it t 7 be rolerably qualifyed for, and will * 
undertake; fuch an Office, and then they have afpecial hand. inthe : 
EleRion, and catnot complain of being impoſed upon: And the? 
Elderſhip is/to-exelyde from having atthand in the Eleftion; them that © 


are under cenfure,as fcandalous.groſly ignorant, Heady and Scifmarick, | | 


the difference between the rwo Parties;and are to confider theReaſons _ 
on both Hands 5 and toponder and weigh, as wellas to Numberthe |: 
Vores They ovghralforo exclude from voting infuch EleRions all : 
ſuch as are not fixed Members of the Congregation. Andtolay more * 
weight on the fuffrages of them that are more fixed, and lefs on them * 
that are otherwiſe, ceteris paribus. For rhoughrChriſtianity maketh' 
one a Member of the Church Catholick, yet a Ped abode is needful ro ; 


make one a Member of, and to givea ſhare inthe priviledges of that' | 
particular Flock. But how to limit this fixatton' ts not cafie -- For 

though-ſomebe manifeſtly unfixed as ſervants ; and others are mani-' | 
t lily 2 


( 
( 
| 
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(25) 
ſelily fixed, a8 ancieatrinhabitant3:who are like to continue long in. 
that place ;. yet there may\bea midleſort-who cannot be: determined 
by General Rules, butit muſt be lefttorhe prudence of the Church 
to judge in this.. If- theſ& things. be duely conſidered, Great 
* Men necd not fear. having a' Miniſter obtrudedi on them; ef- 
# pecially. if we- add- that Men of . intereſt uſually. are able' to" 
* influencerthoſe chat live under them, or that do-depend upon them. - 
7 4 Inthetimes wherein Patronages were taken away by Law, Men 
+ of Intereſt and Reſpe&t found no cauſe tocomplaine'of wt, yr | 
upon, but the Church laid down tuch direQions (as may. be (cen in-- 
the Acts of the General Aſſembly. AugufF. 4. 1649: Sefſi 45; And 
| theconſtant practice ofthe Church wastogive ſuch deference to them 
©: they were Generally fatisfyed with the Eleftions: Amd they 'may 
2 ſfillbe perſwaded thatit will bethe care of Elderſhips and Presby- 
| 


' Fries todo nothing that they can Juſtly. complaine of, Befidesthat it 
. may be preſumed that no Miniſter, who regardethhis being. uſeful, or 
: hisown Peace and Comfort, will enterintoaplace with the diſlike of | 
- any conſtterable part ot the People, either for Number or Quality. 
1 5. Beſideallthis, chat Magiſtrates, Heritors, and menof Note and- 
. +; Intereſtina Gongregation, may have no cauſe to complain;:; we are 
> willing, anddoreſolve, that ſuch be conſulted by rhe Elderſhip, be- 
c - foreany thing be doae inthe Election, andall means poſſible ſhall be- 
}'- uſedtofatisfy them: I the Sefſion cannot ſatisfy thera, {or any other 
| = partof the Congregation that doth diſſent ) the Presbytery is to hear 
7 the matter, andto conſider both the Reaſons given for their Diſſent, - 


ed and the Intereſt that ſuch Diſſenters have in the Congregation; and to- 
e£ - uſe all caution and. tenderneſs roward-thems in- the determination. 
,' * Itby.noother means the matter canvcome-i0a happy Agreement, ;it is: 


-: (after ſix Months elapſed, or any. other fixed time, that is'by the 
'2: Chucrchagreed upon), tofall, zwredevoluto, intothe hand of the Pre/- 
bytery, who ſhall (yer with all poſſible regard to their ſatisfaRion) 
; chuſe a Miniſter forthar People. Andia this, aSinall other parts of 
2 Diſcipline, the Presbytery is Subordinate torhe Superior Judicatories 
: of the Church; wherethe leſed party may be heard: By thiscondu&t 
1; wethinkchepriyiledge of Chriſts Diſciples | which he hath given them. 
, ; torchufing the perſons who are to have the charge of their Souls ). is. 
2; preſerved tothem ; And no prudent mean / conſiſtent with this} is 
omitted, whereby -men- of Power and Intereſt in the Congregation, 
3 may have what, in reaſon, they can call their due. If itbe ob. | 
| ; C2 jected 
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| jected thar there were great Divifions and Tumulcs about Ele&i- 


ons, in and- about the- Year- 1650. Anſwer. x. So there were 
inthe primitive Church , which the Advocats for Patronages uſe 
asan Argument againſt our Opinion, And yetthat Church did not 
think of fuch a Remedy as putring the EleCtion in the hand of One 


ſmple Perſon, nor of taking it from the People. 2. Attherime men- | 


tioned, there was alamentable Schiſm in the Church about other Mat- 


ters ;-and therefore it was no wonder it appeared in this Matter alſo, © 
People were tor chuſing, Miniſters that were of the ſame Sentiment © 
with them about the things then in Controverfie, and this Schiſm was # 
Induſtriouſly kept up, and promoted by the Rulers that then had en- # 
ſhved this Nation by force of Armes,and made uſe of Our FaQtions to: | 


wreath their Yoak on our Necks. It isa wide conſequenceto infeg 


| fromthis, that the priviledge of chuſing their own Paſtors ſhould al. 


wayes be taken from the People of God. 3, Whendiviſions appearin 
this marter, the controverſic is ts be decided by the Seſſion, or Pret- 


bytery,Synod,or General Aſſemblies; Andif ic amoum eo the breach 


of the Peace, the Magiſtrate is tointerpole his Authority: Theſeare 


the proper remedies of ſuch diviſions and not to deprive borh parties | 2 


of that which is their Right and Chriſts Grant tothem, becauſe they 


cannot agree about it; It were a _—_—_—_ of eompofing Civilcon- © 

that which they contend abour 2 
ſhould be taken. from both, and given toa third Perfon ; the berrer © 
way is, the judge competent is to decide in-fayour of him whoisfounk ® 
ro havethe beſt Right, if Arditrators cannot compromiſe the matter, ? 


tendings about MeamandTawn, it 


Soit is here. | 


- Another Obje&ion /the 10 ) Is concerning aqueſtion that arifeth ® 
from the preſent circumſtances'ot this Church, under which it .is © 
Judged Neceſfary that the Governmem ofthe Church ſhould be inits |; 


firſt ſerlement, in the hands only of them who are known tobe truely 


Presbyterian.. Before we conſider what is objeRted againſt this, It * 
| may be needful to lay down the caſe. And the grounds of the neceſſity ® 
of what we defire, reſulting fromic. I is thento be conſidered That * 

the Church of Scot/and hath almolt ever been Presby terian : Irreceiy- - | 


edthat Goyernment with Chriſtianity, and retained it while rhe Anti- 


chriſtian Doctrine and Goyerament prevailedin other parts ; as hathr | 


beeu of late made appear. Andaſter it had been overrun by Popery, Þ 


it was reformed by Presbyters, andthar Government, as it is founded: | 


on Scripture, ſo it hath continued inthis-Ghurch-eyer fincethe refor- 


mation. * 


! anddocth continue ſettled by 


7 
mation,” ſave that it-had ſome ſhort interruptions ; v hich did alyayes 
breed difquiet in the minds of People, and troubles in tþ- Nation, and 
ſufferings to fome ot the moſt Sober and beſt of the Mimſteis and 
People: And whenin the Yeare 1662, That Government wus ſup- 
prefied.” and Prelacy ſetup by an AR of Parliament, this ded was 
never conſerited to by the National Church, but Presby tcry as it had; 
beenſettled by the Authority of the Church and Stare. ſo continued, 
the Authority of the Church : Whence 
ir may rationally be deduced, that the Miniſters that entred by and 


& under Prelacy,ncither had nor have any Right to be Rulers in the res- 


byterian Church; they having had no call nor Authority given them 
from her (whatever they might have in another governing Church 
that the State ſet up in the Nation beſide the governing Church thar 
then was inbeing : trom which agrear Body of Miniſters and People 
did diſſent :which Authority they were never fuffered to exerciſe even 
in theirown-Church) Ir is alſo to be confidered, that on this happy Re-. 
yolution,theKing andParliament have been pleaſed roaboliſhPrelacy: 
And have declared the:rReſolution by their Authority to ſertlePresby- 


© rerianGovernment. From this it followeth chat the Prelatick Clergy 
- & fhouldnor be admitted toafſhare in this. Government: Except ſuch 


AS 5: LES. oi = £4 


2 


o 
. 
- 
- 
4 
cc : 
w 
Math 
WY 
+ 
"45 
C.- 
<-Y 
»# 
: 
v4 
4 
0 
pe 
- 
- 
Pp 
+4 
% 
FE 
FF; 
Wy 
«Pp 
» 


© 


of them: as thall by the Presbyterian Church be found qualified for 
the Miniftry, and fuch from whom there is no hazard of overturning 


| Þ that Government tharnow isintendedto beeſtabliſhed : For they be- 


ing-morein number than the Presbyteriens, isitto be imagined that ' 
F resbyterian Government can be ſafe intheir Hands, or that they 
will not erect a prelacy un the Church, or ſomething inſtead ofir, ox 
fome way that is inconſiſtent with Presbytery in irs purity ? And there 
being meny among them knownro be Inſufficient, Seandalous,or erso- 
neous, It is not poſhble chat the Church can be purged of ſuch, if they 
have the Government, but rather there is an hazard that the beſt Men 
ſhould be caſt our, and thathy Church Authority, leaſt they ſhould 
Rand in the way of their: Deſigns, Wherefore as they have no juſt 
Right roſuch power, :So Neceſlity ( which guzequid coegtt,, defendit!) 
doth barr their Exerciſe of ſuch powerin the. preſent juncture. Mean. 
while Presbyterians do declare, that they do- not defire that all 
theſe Men ſhould be reſtrained from the parochial exerciſe of their 


= Miniftry. Andthat whoever among, them { as ſoon. as the Church 


can bein caſe to purge her ſelf ) is nor proved to be lafuflicicnt,Scan- 
datous, Erroncous, orexceemely negligent, ſhallbe cordally received. 
iN@ 


CW) 
into MerSocitey, Amiftayethefull-Exerciſe of theie- Miniſtry, And- 
thatwhere uncontroverted Scandals-cannot be charged onthem, none 
ſhall bedealt with as Scandalous, becauſeot their having had s Hand 
in;this late publick. DeteQion.. Let-it- farther be: configered, that 
_ we are not willingſo 'to widen the Difference berween us and; 
the 'Prelatical party, astolookonthem and our ſelves;astwo. diſtin& 
Churches: Yer tis evidens, chattheir Clergy and we-are two dif- 
ferent Repreſentatives, and two: different, governing Bodies: of the 
Church ot Scotland; and:ithat they. who are: Members of the one, 
cannot-at their pleaſure, go: over to-the'other;. unleſs they be re- 
ceived by them. 

Theſe things thus laid down; let us hear what 1s objefted againſt 
this courſe. 12. Thisis toſert up —_ Miniſters; even 
while it is ſo much decry'd, that a few ſhould have Kule of the 
Churches and the reſt'excluded. Anfeo. Itisno Prelacy, buta mak 
ing diſtintion between Miniſters of one Society, and theſe of ano- 
ther: Thoughthey be Miniſters, they are nor'Miniftersof the Pre/- 
byterian Church, they have departed from it; we have continued in 
ro old way that they and weprofeſſed: Itris nor-then unrea- 
ſonable, thatifthey will recurn to that Society, they ſhould be ad- 
mitred by-it, and not be Impoſed on it, roovyerturnit. AttheRefors 
mationfrom Popery, was it a Prelacy in the few Proteftiant Mini: 
fers, thatthey were not willing tolet the Popyb Praefts govern the 
Church ? Or did'Nehem:2hand the. eres pretend to any rover 
Tobiah, Sanbaltat, and their party, thar.rhey would not ſuffer them 
to build with them ? Pardon theſe Compariſons, they are nor intend» 
ed to parallel our Brethen with either of: theſe ſorts of Men, except in 
this, that they are not of the Presbyterian Church, more than thoſe 
others wereof the Prorefanrs, or Jewiſh Church; andthat there is 
hazard from them to our way, as well as there was from theother to 
their wayes. 

Obj. 2. By this means the lefſer party in the. Church of Scotland 
ſhall exclude the greater from the Government. Anſ” This'is not 
abſurd, where the greater-party have left the Church they wereof; 
and the leſſer hath abode in ir, or rather, areletr'as the conſticuene 
Members of it: And when- that greater party hath ſer up another 
trameof a Church, which they are now torced to part with, when 
ry would return to tho former way, they cannot ——_— 
with them whoabode in it, without cheir conſent; eſpecially w oe 
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this conſent isready to be given on any tolerable Security for the' way 
that the leſſer party doth owne, and the other departed from. 

O6j. 3, What warrant is there for leaving to theſe men the Parochial 
exerciſe of their Miniſtry, and todeprive them of the other part of it : 
ſeing the exerciſe of the Miniſtry in Teaching and Ruling is Quid [n- 
diviſum. Anſw. There are two Reaſons for this; one is the ne- 
ceſſity of the Church, which for ſuch a critical interim as our lot is 
fallen into,may warrant that, which out ot ſuch an exigence, and for 
a conſtant continuance in the Church were unwarrantable: Ir is ne. 
ceſſary on the one hand, thatthe Pariſhes be not deprived of their 
Labours, leſt a great part of the Country ſhould be deſtitute of all 
Goſpel Ordinances: Iris as neceſſary on the other hand, that they 
have not Ruling Power in the Church with the P exrbyterians, leſt 
that Government which Chriſt hath inſtituted, and which is now de- 
ſigned to be Settled, be over-turned : And we know, that many things 
may be done in twrbato Srats Eccleſie (ſuch as we now are in) which 
ought not to be allowed in pac2to Eceleſue Staty. Another reafon 
is, wedo neither deny their Teaching, nor their Ruling Power: Yet 
Teachingbeing common to the one Church way with the other, we 
may well allow to them the exerciſe of that among us, while Ruling - 


* being different in their way and ours, and the principle that they hol 


init being everfive of our way, itis rational todeny them a ſhare a- 
mong us.Not to infiſt on farther Objections, whatever inconveniences 
may Bo to follow on this condud, may be anfwered by the force ot 
Neceſſity already held forth, and obviated by the ſpeedy fertling the 


Churchuponits right Baſis. 
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An Apotogy for Presbytery, is to be Sold by George Moſman Bookeller 
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